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2009 National Junior Honor Society Inductees

The following students were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society Thursday, February 12th.
Seventh and eighth grade students who have earned a cumulative 3.75 grade point average or higher and
who are in good disciplinary standing are invited to join this organization each spring. The University
Laboratory School faculty wishes to congratulate the 2009 inductees for their hard work and dedication
to academic excellence.

Anderson, Joseph

Berg, Matthew

Broussard, Brandt

Budenski, Angelle

Chen, Hannah

Dyer, Jack

Edwards, Madeline

Feltner, Catherine

Forbes, Jackson

Foust, Madison

Garland, Alexis

Glisson, Alexandra

Gordon, Emma

Hancock, Spencer

Johnson, Kristen

Katzenstein, Carley

Katzenstein, Cole

Knight, Emelie

Lamonte, Caroline

Lawson, Griffon

Lewis, Sara

McKowen, Lindsay

McNamara, Stephanie

Miller, Mary

Nichols, William

Norton, Kirkley

Nugent, Charles

Schwab, Ross

Smith, William

Snellgrove, Megan

Spencer, Caroline

Tallis, Audrey

Van Burkleo, Amy

Voinche, Kassidy

Webster, Eric
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Boxtops 4 Education

Once again you will find the collection bin for
BoxsTops4Education and Community Coffee
Labels in the main entrance hallway at school.

Please place your labels in an envelope or Ziploc
bag and either drop them into the bin at school or
mail them to:

Carolyn Rubino/Gregory Shaw
1341 Lobdell Ave
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

If you would like more information about the
BoxTops4Education Program, please visit:
http://www.BoxTops4Education.com.

Non- Returning Students Must Notify the School

As many of you are aware, we have reached the time of year where many schools are requiring deposits
for the upcoming year. Many of these schools have parents who are interested in attending the University
Lab School if slots are available.

In an effort to afford the greatest number of applicants an opportunity for admission to the Lab School,
Dr. Smith is encouraging our current families to contact the admissions office if you are NOT returning
for the 2009-2010 school year.

The Admissions Committee would like to begin informing applicants as soon as possible. Please forward
your response or any information regarding admissions to mclough@lsu.edu or you may call 578-3223 by
March 16, 2009.

Please note that registration for the Lab School is typically due in the month of June with the LSU Office
of Bursar Operations.

Many thanks,

Melissa Clough Assistant to the Director / Admissions University Laboratory School
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Happy Spring!

I cannot believe we are already into March; where has the school year gone?

We are heading into the end of the year with several projects still underway.
The PTA is still in the working phase of the Edible Garden, a possible new fundraiser along with
planning Sally Foster for next year. We are still talking and researching a new communications model
for us to better communicate with all of you. These projects are visions in the works and I hope they
come to fruition by year end.

Our Teacher Appreciation Committee is hard at work. They have started meeting and planning for that
great week we all so love! The week of April 27th through May 1st is when all the fun will happen. If
you are interested in helping, please contact our Chairperson, Tanie Bush. I will have more of the
detailed plans for you early next month!

The Numbers Are In!!!!
As you all remember, we had a contest with our PTA membership drive, where classes K thru 12 with
the highest number of families joining would win a pizza party, hosted by the PTA�.

We are pleased to announce the winners of our Pizza Parties:

Mrs. Burland Kindergarten Class & Mrs. Kelly Kindergarten Class!! Congratulations to both!!

We would also like to thank their teaching associates Amy Martin and Melissa Aucoin, and the
room-moms for all of their support during our membership drive. We would not have been able to make
this a record year in membership without all of their dedication.

These two classes had 98% in family memberships .Great job! Kyra Reed, Membership Chair ou rock
too!! Next year we will do this again and we are shooting for 100% membership participation in many
more classes wouldn that be fun!! I hope we have a lot more pizza parties to plan!!

Thanks again to all of the families that have helped in making this year membership drive such a huge
success!

Chris Jackson, PTA President 2008-2009
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February 2009 Students of the Month

Carolyn Robinson is the 6
th

grade student of the month. She is a model student. Her work ethic and behavior are

exemplary. She is always actively engaged in lessons and does everything the first time asked. Her contributions

to class discussions are insightful and reflective. Carolyn also brings enthusiasm and great ideas to the classroom

each and every day. She is always listening and striving to understand on a higher level. Carolyn’s active

listening allows her to work well in class, since she is typically on-task and aware of what needs to be done.

Carolyn is very kind in all her interactions. She is always willing to work with whoever is in her group. When a

classmate needs help, she will stop to assist. Both in the classroom and out, Carolyn Robinson is a great student!

Cortland Hall is our 7
th

grade student of the month. He is an outstanding student with a natural curiosity and a

love for learning. Courtland thinks creatively and critically at the world around him. An example of this occurred

recently in RWW. Courtland worked very hard on a non-graded writing assignment for an essay contest. His

essay was very thoughtful and showed his talent in taking a routine topic and turning it into something very

special. We are happy to select him as our February Student of the Month.

Frank Leonard is the 8
th

grade student of the month for February. Frank is an amazing student and person. He

strives to do his best both on the field and in the classroom (and his best is way up there). He is always in good

humor and gets along well with everyone. Above all else, Frank is a responsible person. He consistently does the

right thing. It is for these reasons that Frank Leonard is the student of the month.

Hannah McLain, the 9
th

grade February student of the month is a good student who embraces the qualities of the

IB Learner Profile. She is committed to her personal goals and challenges herself academically. While

self-motivated and independent, Hannah willingly assists her peers and effectively communicates her ideas.

Hannah appears to be a well-rounded student who is aware of her strengths and limitations and is willing to work

to achieve the high academic standards she has set for herself.

Tierra Wilson is the 10
th

grade student of the month for February. She is a wonderful student. She treats

everyone with respect. Also, she is always willing to lend a hand in assistance to other students in class. Tierra is

a great listener, in class and in the community. She attends every lunchtime mini-mic as well as monthly citywide

Open Mics at BREC, always on the front row, snapping and clapping for the participants.

The student selected for Junior of the month is Molly McGehee. She applies maximum effort in every aspect of

her life within our U-High community. She completes her work and takes it past her teachers’ expectations. She is

well prepared and constantly striving to achieve that which she is focused. She shows concern for her classmates,

helping those around her when called upon. She is a thoughtful, reliable, and responsible individual who is an

asset to our school.

Morgan Bankston has been selected as the 12
th

grade February student of the month. Respected by tudents and

faculty alike, Morgan is hard-working and conscientious, both in and out of the classroom. She shows her school

spirit as a cheerleader, and her dedication to learning through her rigorous academic schedule. Morgan

consistently portrays the qualities of an exemplary student and we are pleased to have her represent the senior

class. c
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First Graders Donate Books to Highland Elementary

Mrs. Day and Mrs. Hubbs class agreed to select books from their personal collections and donate them to
Highland Elementary where most of the students have no books in their homes to read. After a caring and
very inquisitive conversation about “what we could do to help”, they agreed to rummage through their
many books and share them with the students at Highland. In just one week, they brought in over 250
books to share. The books will be used in a school store at Highland where students are able to “cash” in
tickets that they have earned for making good choices. The principal, Kaye Van Sickle, said that books

are most popular during prize selection.

(L-R) Sydney Barker, Christian Scherer, Eryn Kennedy, and Tanner Lawson are all smiles
with books that were donated to Highland.
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Dancing Dot

Did you know that our wonderful Dot Rumfellow is trading in her school shoes for dancing shoes these
days? She has been selected as a Star Dancer for this year’s “Big Buddy Program’s Dancing With The
Stars 2009.” Not only does Dot emphasize to her students and staff the importance of community
involvement, but, she truly practices what she preaches. She has been taking dance lessons after school to
prepare for this year’s event which will be held on Saturday, May 2 at the PMAC. We want everyone at U
High there to cheer her when she takes the stage. We will have t-shirts, noisemakers and all kinds of fun.
Tickets are general admission and cost $20 each. We plan to block off a section of the arena for U High.
Get your tickets now at www.bigbuddyprogram.org or by calling the Big Buddy office at 225-388-9737.

All monies raised from this event go to suppport the Big Buddy Program which serves more than 2,000
children each week in the Greater Baton Rouge area through one-on-one mentoring, after school programs
and in-school program for school aged children.

Pam Matassa

ELEMENTARY PLACEMENT POLICY 2009-2010

During the month of March, parents may choose to write a note or letter to the principal noting specific
concerns about their children that should be considered in their placement. While it is preferable that
parents refrain from requesting a specific teacher, it is certainly appropriate that the school be notified of
any special needs a student may require during the placement process.

Current teachers will have input into placement decisions for next year, but the final decision regarding
placement will be left to the principal of the elementary division.

We are very fortunate to have some of the state’s most outstanding teachers on our staff. They will
continue their efforts to meet the needs of your children. If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to
call me at 578-6543.

Mrs. Dot Rumfellow
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GUIDANCE

Grades 3-5 Parents, State Spring Testing Dates and Information!

The LEAP and iLEAP are just around the corner! April 1st -7th is the 2009 testing date across the state of
Louisiana. Students in Grade 4 will participate in the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP).
Students in Grades 3 & 5 will participate in the Integrated Louisiana Educational Assessment Program
(iLEAP).

There has been a significant change that is worth noting as we help prepare our Lab School students to do
well on their statewide testing. This is the first year that the state testing schedule will be spit between two
weeks. Testing will start on a Wednesday and end on the following Tuesday. In prior years, all testing
was conducted with the traditional Monday through Friday format. The following week was set aside for
make up testing. This year, there is only one day allotted to complete make up testing, Wednesday, April
8th. Answer documents are to be shipped out on Thursday, April 9th. We hope this shorter make up testing
time will not be a problem for our students.

Our 4th Grade LEAP students will begin with ELA (English Language Arts) Sessions 1 & 2 on
Wednesday, April 1st. Thursday, April 2nd will be ELA Sessions 3 & 4 and Mathematics Session 1. All
remaining LEAP Mathematics sessions will be completed on Friday, April 3rd. Monday, April 6th will
include all Science sessions, and Tuesday, April 7th will test all of the Social Studies sessions.

For those of you new to LEAP, LEAP is a criterion referenced test is designed to measure mastery of the
Louisiana Benchmarks for Learning. In attempts to raise the bar of student learning expectations in
Louisiana, high stakes have been attached to the LEAP. Any student in Grade Four who does not pass the
Language Arts or Math portion of the LEAP will not be promoted to the next grade level. The Lab School
will offer summer school remediation in the event that this happens in June prior to the June 25, 29, and 30
2009 Summer LEAP retest dates.

Our 3rd & 5th Grades iLEAPers will begin testing on Wednesday, April 1st with all parts of the Mathematics
portion. Thursday, April 2nd will test ELA sessions 1 & 2. Friday, April 3rd will complete all remaining
ELA tests. Monday, April 6th will have all sessions of Science. Tuesday, April 7th will be all sessions of
Social Studies.

The iLEAP includes both a norm-referenced portion and a criterion-referenced portion. The
norm-referenced part is designed to measure the basic skills of students in comparison with peers on a
national level. These ssessions of the iLEAP are timed and are from the Iowa Test of Basic Skills. Student
scores are reported in both percentile ranks and attainment levels.

Here are just a few common sense tips to remember to help your child do his or her best. Try to make the
mornings of the testing week as stress free as possible. Get to school a bit early that week. Being early
allows time to get organized and settled before the first sessions begin. Have a good night’s sleep and a
good breakfast! Being rested and full will help your child focus on the test questions. Proteins are good
this week!
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Extra practice on LouisianaPass.org can help build confidence and familiarity with both the LEAP and
iLEAP. The practice questions are very similar to the actual test items. Finally, stress to your child that
while these tests are important, there is no reason to panic. If your child makes consistently good grades
on tests, he or she should be well prepared for the test. If you have any concerns about your child, please
feel free to contact your child’s teacher or me at 578-3278 or leglin1@lsu.edu. Thanks and best of luck!
Lauren Eglin

MIDDLE SCHOOL GUIDANCE

Summer School Registration

Students who fail a core class first and/or second semester are required to attend summer school. More
information will be available in May concerning dates, courses offered, and costs. Please contact Ms.
Murray at amurray@lsu.edu if you have questions.

PLEASE NOTE: PARENTS MAY PICK UP THE LETTER TO REGISTER FOR SUMMER SCHOOL
MAY 27th FROM 7 AM TO 11 AM NEAR THE MAIN OFFICE.

State Testing Dates

April 1st-7th is testing week across the state of Louisiana. All 6th, 7th, and 9th grade students will participate
in the Integrated Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (iLEAP). All 8th grade students will
participate in the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP).

Please remind students to:

� Arrive on time each day

� Bring a dictionary, thesaurus, calculator, two sharpened #2 pencils

For additional help in preparing for the iLEAP, LEAP, or GEE, log on to www.louisianapass.org

� First-time screen name: student
� First-time password: tiger
� After you log in, create a screen name and save it so you will remember it the next time you log in.

HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE NEWS

Senior Scholarships
It is that time of year again when seniors will begin to receive scholarship offers from colleges. Please
have your senior give copies of scholarship offers to Mrs. McElwain so that the school will be aware of
these offers. The school would like to acknowledge all seniors who receive scholarship offers by printing
these in the graduation program.

With your help, seniors can be recognized for their hard work and dedication to their studies. Please have
your senior give copies of scholarship offers to Mrs. McElwain.

If you have questions about this, please call Mrs. McElwain at 578-3099.
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State Testing Dates

April 1st-7th is testing week across the state of Louisiana. All 9th grade students will participate in the
Integrated Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (iLEAP). All 10th and 11th grade students will take
the Graduation Exit Examination (GEE).

Please remind students to:

� Arrive on time each day

� Bring a dictionary, thesaurus, calculator, two sharpened #2 pencils

For additional help in preparing for the iLEAP, LEAP, or GEE, log on to www.louisianapass.org

� First-time screen name: student
� First-time password: tiger
� After you log in, create a screen name and save it so you will remember it the next time you log in.

Summer School for Grades 9-12
Students in high school who fail a course required for graduation in the state of Louisiana must repeat the
course. Students at the Laboratory School may attend summer school for the make-up credit. If your high
school student fails a required course (first semester, second semester, or both semesters), he/she can attend
summer school at the following places:

� Christian Life Academy

� Tara High School

More information will be available in May concerning dates, courses offered, and costs.

PLEASE NOTE: REGISTRATION FOR HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER SCHOOL WILL BE MAY 27th

FROM 7 AM TO 11 AM.

Test Dates for ACT/SAT
Juniors who have not taken the ACT or SAT and seniors who may need a higher score should be aware of
the last dates for these tests.
The last date to take the ACT is June 13. The deadline for registration is May 8.
The last date to take the SAT is June 6. The deadline for registration is May 5.
Students may register for the ACT at www.act.org and for the SAT at www.collegeboard.com
Summer Study Programs
If you are interested in your high school student taking summer enrichment courses, information is
available in Mrs. McElwain’s office. A variety of topics and numerous schools (colleges) are available.

Summer institutes are a great way for students to explore their interests and experience what college will be
like. High school students who are interested may see Mrs. McElwain for the programs that are available.
c
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